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The White-tailed Bumblebee has 
black and lemon-yellow bands 
and a white ’tail’.  

Garden Bumblebee 

 

These are large bees with a long tongue 
and face. They have yellow bands at the 
collar, rear of the thorax and at the first 
segment of the abdomen and the tip of 
the tail is white.  

Early Bumblebee 

 

These bumblebees are small with 
really distinctive lemon yellow bands 
on their thorax and abdomen and an 
orange tail.  

Common Carder Bee 

 

The Common Carder Bee is a brown 
and orange bumblebee, sometimes 
with darker bands on the abdomen.   

Red-tailed Bumblebee 

 

The female Red-tailed Bumblebee is a 
very large, black bumblebee with a big 
red ’tail’. Males are smaller and, as well 
as the red tail, have two yellow bands on 
the thorax and one at the base of the 
abdomen.  

BEE SPOTTER SHEET 

These six different types of bees can be identified from the 
yellow, red, orange and black markings on their bodies. Use 
the illustrations next to each photo to help you identify your 
bee and tick the box to show you have found it. You could try 
drawing a picture of the bees you find to help you. How many 
different colour stripes can you see on your bee? 

Why not build a 
bumblebee nest? 
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White-tailed Bee Buff-tailed Bee 

The Buff-tailed bumblebee can be 
identified by the beige tip or �tail� on 
its abdomen. It also has two yellow 
bands.  
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