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PRESENT:- Cllrs Andy Anderson (Chairman), Peter Goodenough, Tony Greenaway. Les Hood, Terry 

Mounter, Simon Scarborough and Derek Yeomans.   

 

Cllr Andy Anderson said that, unfortunately, he had some sad news to impart about Robert Atkins.  He had 

tendered his resignation to him after the Agenda had been published.  The Chairman  accepted his 

resignation.   Cllr Atkins resigned because of the Parish Council accepting land at Linton House.  The 

Chairman wrote to Cllr Atkins thanking him for all the work that he had carried out during his tenure as a 

councillor.  The Chairman will give a copy of his letter to the Clerk.        

 

701). DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

Cllr Derek Yeomans declared a personal interest in the planning application at Wick because he was 

a member of the Curry Rivel Entertainers. 

 

Cllr Terry Mounter said that he had to declare an interest in the discussions about Honeylands and 

this was a non-pecuniary interest.  He would remain during the discussion but, would take no part in 

it. He also had to declare an interest in Anne Hembrow’s planning application because he had 

submitted it.   

 

702). APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 An apology for absence had been received from Cllr Edward Rosa. 

 

703). MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON THE 3RD OCTOBER 2019 

The Minutes of the meeting, having been circulated to the members, were approved on the proposal 

of Cllr Peter Goodenough, seconded by Cllr Derek Yeomans.  Cllr Simon Scarborough abstained 

from the vote as he had not been in attendance at the meeting.   

 

704). MINUTES OF THE EXTRA-ORDINARY MEETING HELD ON THE 17TH OCTOBER 2019 

The Minutes of the meeting, having been circulated to the members, were approved on the proposal 

of Cllr Derek Yeomans, seconded by Cllr Les Hood. 

 

705).   ACTIONS FROM OCTOBER MEETING – Cllr Tony Greenaway 

Cllr Tony Greenway took the members through the various items on the spreadsheet. 

a). The proposal for a new PC/Laptop to be obtained for the Council would be investigated by –  

Cllr Ed Rosa.  

b). Sandpits Porch – appoint our own solicitors to take forward as no action from Sandpits – the Clerk 

Cllr Andy Anderson advised that, as we had not received a response from Sandpits, he had drafted a 

letter which he read out to the members.  He had taken the opportunity to ask them to cease using the 

pavement outside to sell their wares.  The Parish Council is responsible for this piece of land and at 

present there is no formal agreement in place for you to use this piece of land. If you still wish to use 

this land we would ask you to write to the Parish Council requesting the use of the land and it would 

then be up to the councillors to agree or otherwise.  This is likely to incur a small annual fee and 

costs.  
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c). 2020/2021 Precept – Sub-group to be set-up – Cllrs Derek Yeomans, Tony Greenaway, Les Hood, 

the Clerk and a replacement for Robert Atkins.  A draft copy of the Precept has been sent out to all 

the councillors.  They had been asked to examine the document and advise if there were any 

amendments to put forward.  These could be discussed at the December meeting and we would then 

approve the Precept in January.   

d). pen pictures and photos of new councillors to be sent to the editor at curryrivel.org.uk. Pen 

picture had been received from Cllr Terry Mounter but, Cllr Edward Rosa had not yet sent one. 

e). Send current Precept spreadsheet to sub-group – the Clerk had forwarded a copy to the 

councillors. 

f). Speeding in village & complaints about Dyers Road beyond Dyers Road Farm - speak to 

Highways about extending the 30mph limit – Cllr Andy Anderson said that he had received an 

email from Gary today and unfortunately he could not do the yellow lines around the wall at the 

Church because it was too late to be submitted.  It may be considered at a later date. The speeding 

on Dyers Road and the speeding at Back Lane, he has asked them to put in a monitor which he is 

doing for Dyers Road.  We will be able to get an accurate picture of the speed of traffic going down 

there.  By means of an update they are seeking to identify a suitable site to house the device on Back 

Lane – do we have any suggestions? Cllr Andy Anderson would look into this. 

g).  Set up sub-group to arrange briefing from potential SID suppliers – councillor to be appointed  

Robert Atkins has not been able to update Cllr.Andy Anderson on the work he had done last year but, 

he will be sending it out very shortly when a replacement could take over this project. 

 Post meeting note- The Chairman has now received the report from Cllr Atkins and this will be 

given to a volunteer councillor at the next meeting. 

h). Village Green parking proposal  - circulate proposal to councillors for comments  

i). Transfer of land from Linton House – investigate 106 and circulate to councillors – District Cllr 

Tiffany Osborne said that she was waiting for Colin to reply to her email.  She has chased it up and 

will continue to do so.   

 

 ACTIONS OUTSTANDING FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS  

j). Ice on road signs -  the Clerk had contacted the Highways Department but, they had not yet got 

back to her and she would chase them up. Official approval has to be obtained for the siting of road 

signs.  She had also contacted manufacturers of road signs and was waiting for one company to get 

back to her with a quote.  

k). War Memorial Repairs – Cllr Andy Anderson said that he was in the process of submitting a pre-

application form for the War Memorial repairs.  He needed to take some photographs of the War 

Memorial and send them in with the form.  His aim was to try and get the base of the War Memorial 

re-done because it is hazardous under foot.  He also wants to try and get a ramp up to the War 

Memorial for the fuel jet users. He would submit this with a target for about June 2020/21.   

l). School Grants – Cllr Simon Scarborough had a meeting with Frances Burns on the 22nd October.  

and they are in the throes of appointing a new Head. Four thousand pounds has been raised by the 

PTA so far and they have several other events planned over the Christmas period, running into the 

New Year.  We are actively looking into the ‘reaching communities lottery funding’ and that is 

probably the most attractive of all whereby, it looks like on the surface, at least, they would qualify 

to apply for a grant between £300 and £10,000.  This is where we are focusing our attention at the 

moment. In addition to that there is the possibility of Sport England but, there is a question mark 

over the sporting arrangements side.  We are making further investigations over that area.  The 

other area of interest is the National Lottery funding.  That is now being followed up and we think 

that this is the most likely avenue but, match funding would be required there.  The PTA activities 

are quite positive. Lastly, we have the Clark’s Shoes Foundation in Street and there is a meeting in 

early December.  They could make a grant of between £3,000 and £20,000 but it is dependent on 

60% matched funding.  Although we have only identified four, things are being applied for and he is 

keeping the pressure on. Helen Davies is another contact at the School..   

m). Changing Rooms – Westfield – Cllr Les Hood said that there has been a water leak in the 

Changing Rooms.  The mains have been turned off now and it was coming from a leaking tap.  There 
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had been a discussion as to whether it would be a good idea to get a handyman from the village to 

deal with the small problems that arise from time to time.  In the meantime, if anyone could suggest 

someone that could come in and repair the tap. The floor should also be examined to see if there is 

any rot damage. 

 

 Cllr Andy Anderson said that the Portacabin does not get used at this point in time.  Cllr Derek 

Yeomans pointed out that Curry Rivel Live used it as an ancillary toilet.  When asked what damage 

had been caused, Cllr Les Hood said that it was necessary to see if the timber floor has rotted and 

the water needs to be turned off at the mains if it is not used.  Cllr Derek Yeomans said that the tap 

probably needs a new washer and he offered to repair the tap.  Cllr Les Hood said that we do need 

to have someone that we can call on to deal with any problems that arise. The question of health and 

safety was raised.  Following further discussion, it was agreed that Cllr Les Hood would meet up 

with Cllr Derek Yeomans to deal with the problem. 

m). Mrs Linham’s Fence – the Clerk advised that the fence had been repaired and the contractor paid. 

n). Dyers Road dumping of garden waste etc - Cllr Andy Anderson had prepared a letter to be sent to 

the residents of Dyers Road and this was read out to the members. Following discussion an 

amendment was made to the wording of the letter  Cllr Simon Scarborough said that he had chased 

up SSDC and they were supposed to send out an Environmental Assessment Officer to assess the 

environmental impact.  It is not only garden waste and he had yet to hear anything back but, he 

would follow this up.  He suggested that the letters being sent out would have more impact if they 

were posted rather than just put through the door.  

 o). Hedges along Parsonage to Stanchester – Cllr Andy Anderson said that the letters had been 

delivered and that one gentleman had advised him that he does not own the hedge’  Churchway will 

be maintained using public funds.  From that perspective, he considered that the Parish Council 

should take on the maintenance of that hedge on the highway on a yearly basis. A quotation had 

been obtained from SSDC for £95 and Cllr Derek Yeomans proposed that we accept the quotation 

and get the work done before the winter sets in.  .This was seconded by Cllr Terry Mounter and 

unanimously agreed.  .  

p). The remaining items were either on hold or ongoing. 

 

706). MATTERS ARISING NOT ON THE AGENDA 

 There were no matters arising. 

 

Adjournment to Allow Public Comment  

 

A resident asked if there was a reason why the minutes of a meeting are not published until after a 

subsequent meeting.  Cllr Andy Anderson said that the Minutes need to be approved by the Parish 

Council and should not be published until the day after the subsequent meeting.   

 

707). GIGACLEAR 

` Richard Oliver, the Community Engagement Manager, for Gigaclear Devon & Somerset said that up 

until mid-September Gigaclear had a contract with Connecting Devon & Somerset to build a high 

street broadband in locations across the area.  Now that we do not have that contract with CDS we 

are concentrating on a commercial build.  At the moment we are looking at areas where we think 

there would be a good return on investment. At the moment I cannot tell you if we are coming to 

build a full fibre broadband network in your village.   

 

708), REPORTS FROM COUNTY & DISTRICT COUNCILORS 

 County Cllr Clare Paul said that from a County Council point of view, there is really nothing that she 

could say because we are now in ‘purdah’.  The full council of the County Council has been delayed 

until next year now.  The Climate Emergency drop-in sessions that were planned are now put back to 

January and February.  Look out for these dates.  Another thing that she considered safe to say is, do 



 

 

4 

get your Christmas tree re-cycling request in.  District Cllr Tiffany Osborne had nothing to report at 

this time. 

 

709). RESOLUTION 

 Curry Rivel Parish Council resolves that a new Village Hall with accompanying land for sports 

facilities (i.e. football, cricket or tennis) could be positioned on land shown on the 

accompanying map.  If land is not available for sporting facilities the Parish Council would not 

proceed with the project.   

 Cllr Andy Anderson said that he had a conversation with Greenslade Taylor Hunt about our concerns 

reference the land at the back of Honeylands.  He had written a letter to basically say that we would 

not proceed under the guidance that there was going to be more land used for house building within 

those particular sections.  Cllr Andy Anderson had been advised that his client as a condition of the 

contract wanted that road to go into that field to ensure that they were not land-locked from future 

possible development. He was not definitely forthcoming in saying that we would get the land for 

sports fields but, he did say how much of the land would we wish to use.  From that perspective, I do 

not know if they would be willing to give some land for sports facilities.  However, what he had said 

to him was that this resolution was going to come up at this meeting.  We would decide on this 

resolution and the result of that decision would be communicated to them following our meeting.  He 

would then decide whether or not to take it to the ladies who are looking after this particular land.  

They could then get back to us with possible donation of further land for sports facilities.  From his 

perspective, he felt that the Parish Council had given a very clear indication .  The letter that he had 

written made it clear in its articulation regarding the way we wanted to proceed and that we would 

not proceed unless there was additional land given for sports facilities.  Moreover, he had 

emphasised the fact that we were having a very meaningful conversation with the District Council 

about the Local Plan and our unpreparedness to accept more development within Curry Rivel .  The 

last thing we want to be doing is to encourage people to commute outside the village thus 

contributing to the climate emergency.   

 

Cllr Derek Yeomans said he was very concerned that this could be seen as a bribe.  We are saying 

that unless we actually get extra land, we are not going ahead because of the planning application 

and he felt this was wrong.   Cllr Andy Anderson read out the letter that he had written to South 

Somerset District Council.  Cllr Andy Anderson said that whilst he understood what Cllr Derek 

Yeomans was saying, he also appreciated that the Section 106 also has allowances for the transfer of 

land for the benefit of the villagers when seeking approval for building houses within a particular 

location.  Section 106 agreements are required by law to mitigate the impact on the development on 

the local community and infrastructure.  These are sought by local planning authorities during the 

process of securing the planning permission and are secured by legal agreement governed by the 

Section 106 of the Town & Country Planning Act of 1990.  From this perspective, Cllr Andy 

Anderson said that, if they were to give a donation of further land, they are giving it back to the 

village to allow the villagers to enjoy the land.  Cllr Andy Anderson said that he respected what Cllr 

Derek Yeomans had to say.  

 

 Cllr Derek Yeomans said that the Section 106 was going to be a betrayal of a major development.  

Six houses are not going to have very much effect at all but, once you get a major development then 

the District Council will demand a Section 106 Agreement and you would have to declare how much 

land you want.  Cllr Andy Anderson said that is why we have come up with this resolution.  Cllr. Les 

Hood asked if we would support the six houses.  Cllr Andy Anderson said that we are under a legal 

obligation to look at the planning application and consider it on its merits.  If there are no legal 

grounds to deny those houses, we cannot disagree with that development.  If there are legal grounds 

to say that it is unacceptable, that is what we would put forward to the District Council.  It would be 

up to the District Council to decide as to the way forward. 
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Cllr Andy Anderson said that our resolution is quite clear that we would not continue unless they 

gave up some land for sporting facilities and the Parish Council would not proceed with the project. 

 

Cllr Simon Scarborough felt that the way the letter had been worded was quite clever in the sense 

that to him it does not come across as ‘you’ve got to give us this and we will give you that’ it is done 

on a different premise but, there is that slight risk.  Would it be worthwhile getting a legal opinion on 

the letter?   Cllr Derek Yeomans thought that we had to be very careful.  We are almost threatening 

the development on the grounds that if we do not get enough of the field.  If they make the land 

available to us, we have to make sure that there is going to be adequate land to cover the facilities 

that we require.  Once that development is entailed and passed by South Somerset with that road 

indicating further development, the big developers will be in there trying to get more houses in.  That 

is very much in line with the current South Somerset policy of getting as many houses to fore-fill the 

750 houses a year required to complete their Local Plan by 2030/31.  You have that pressure that we 

have to be aware of and that is what is concerning him.  Cllr Les Hood asked if there was anything 

that we could do about it. Could we nullify the road going in?  Cllr Derek Yeomans said that once 

that road is built the value of the land would appreciate enormously and it is a large piece of land.  If 

you are going to ask for sports facilities etc., that is going to cut down the value of the land very 

materially.  Cllr Simon Scarborough said that at this stage we are not committing ourselves to 

anything and there is a supply and demand issue.  Cllr Derek Yeomans said that he goes with the 

resolution and he would be prepared to propose it.  Cllr Derek Yeomans proposed approval of the 

resolution and this was seconded by Cllr Simon Scarborough.  Cllrs Andy Anderson, Peter 

Goodenough, Tony Greenaway and Les Hood voted in favour and Cllr Terry Mounter abstained 

from the vote.   

 

710). PLANNING REPORT 

 Application No. 19/02818/OUT 

Outline application for the erection of 1 No. dwelling with all matters reserved.  Land Adj.  The 

Willows, Wick, Langport, Somerset, TA10 0NL 

 

The Clerk drew attention to the communication received from Colin Arnold, the Planning Officer, in 

which he said that he was ready to approve but awaited the Parish Council’s views.  The Clerk had 

obtained an extension to allow the councillors to examine the application at this meeting and our 

comments would be submitted tomorrow.   

 

Cllr Derek Yeomans said he could see no problem with this.  It is in a field that they own and the 

planning officer had indicated that he would be happy to approve it.  The elderly lady applicant who 

is not in the best of health, together with her daughter, would be able to retire into a more 

convenient property and sell the house where they live at present.  He recommended that the Parish 

Council approve it and this was seconded by Cllr Simon Scarborough. It was unanimously agreed to 

recommend approval of this application. 

 

711). REPLACING THE CLERK’S COMPUTER update 

Cllr Edward Rosa was not present to report on this item and it would be deferred until the next 

meeting. 

 

712). REPORT ON THE SSDC TOWN & PARISH AGM, 24TH OCTOBER 

Cllr Peter Goodenough reported that it was poorly attended by the parishes around but, it was very 

interesting.  There were two presentations.  One was by the Somerset Waste Partnership and he 

thought everyone was aware of the new system coming in to deal with sewerage. South Somerset 

Rural starts in September, so some parts of Somerset are starting earlier in the year.  South Somerset 

will be a three-weekly collection.  They were very pleased with the way CRIB and the CRN had 

carried out their recycling and they are going to roll that out across Somerset to encourage all the 

villages will do something similar.  The second presentation was about the climate and the 
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environment strategy they had put out.  There would be workshops where we could talk about it and 

to enhance the public appreciation of how they can contribute.  Forty-six percent of the emissions in 

Somerset come from transport.  They really cannot see the way of mitigating the impact upon that  

but, what they do want to do is to have a network of electric charging points put around the county.  

In South Somerset they are going to put three on the A303.  They want villages etc to come up with 

their own plans for providing electric charging points.   

 

There is a chance to plant more trees.  Somerset has the smallest number of trees of any district in the 

country and it is proposed to plant 2020 trees in 2020.  The Local Plan that they have put together 

does not work with the environmental strategy and he felt that a number of district councils are 

facing the same dilemma.  We are doing well with our recycling for our parish. 

 

713). EXTENSION OF 30MPH SPEED LIMIT ON DYERS ROAD UP TO WATER STREET  

Cllr Andy Anderson said that we were awaiting the results of that.  We just need to be aware that, if 

we do extend on Dyers Road and on Back Lane, it could cost the council up to £5,000 to move the 

signs. He pointed out that we had not been charged for the sign coming in from Langport. District 

Cllr Tiffany Osborne asked whether we had been charged for the signs from Curry Rivel to 

Hambridge and was advised that a charge had not been made.   

 

714). VILLAGE GREEN – update 

After extensive discussion, it was decided that Cllr Peter Goodenough will work with Keith 

Hounsell, CEO of the electric charging company Plug-n-Go and Gary Warren of Somerset 

Highways, to enable the installation of electric changing points. 

 

715). LINTON HOUSE – update 

District Cllr Tiffany Osborne said there was not an update. She understood that we were still waiting 

for a Section 106 and this was confirmed.  Cllr Peter Goodenough said that today he had been told by 

the Planning Department ‘imminent’.  Cllr Derek Yeomans wished to make the point that we do not 

want a TPO tree on our land.  The tree officer has completely misunderstood and he has said in his 

document that we do not want ‘any tree’.  

     

716). FINANCE REPORT 

a). Accounts for payment  

The following accounts were approved for payment on the proposal of Cllr Andy Anderson, 

seconded by Cllr. Peter Goodenough:- 

 

South Somerset District Council – Seat and bush fittings for swing repair  £295,96 incl. vat 

Clerk’s Wages – Month 7        £348.70 

Royal British Legion – Wreath       £  17.00 

Prefence Ltd - supply & fit replacement fence panel     £120.00 incl. vat 

EDF Energy – Car Park Lighting       £  45.28 incl. vat  

 

b). Report from Finance Sub-Committee 

 Cllr Andy Anderson said that the report had already been circulated to the councillors.   

 

c). Request from the Village Hall Management Committee for contribution towards installation of  

a four external CCTV camera system for the Front Doors, Defibrillator, Side Emergency Door 

and Oil/Tank frontage 
Cllr Andy Anderson said that they are considering putting in CCTV to protect the Village Hall and 

provide security.  The cost of that is £647.  As a member of the Village Hall Management Committee 

and a trustee, Cllr Andy Anderson said that he should declare an interest and asked Cllr Peter 

Goodenough to take this item forward.  It was pointed out that this had not come forward as a grant 

application in the October run.  Cllr Derek Yeomans said that when he was Chairman, there was a 
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gate at the entrance to the side alleyway which kept people out.  This gate has now been removed 

and the side is flood-lit where the oil tank is.  One of the major problems coming up with the winter 

is people going in there and draining the oil tank.  He felt that the sooner we get the work done, the 

better and the price was reasonable.  Cllr Peter Goodenough felt that we could do it as a late grant. 

Cllr Simon Scarborough asked whether this was being done as a deterrent or for the purpose of 

catching perpetrators. He considered that as a deterrent it works but as a means of catching people, it 

has practically no legal basis.  It depends upon how the information is handled.  Following further 

discussion, during which various points of view were put forward, it was proposed by Cllr Peter 

Goodenough that we offer them half of the cost under our grants scheme for the CCTV Scheme and 

that if they come back to say they could not afford the balance, he felt sure that we would be 

amenable to re-consider.  Cllr Derek Yeomans seconded this proposal and a vote taken resulted in 

Cllrs Andy Anderson, Peter Goodenough, Tony Greenaway. Les Hood, Terry Mounter and Derek 

Yeomans voting in favour, with Cllr Simon Scarborough abstaining.  Cllr Peter Goodenough said 

that it would be part of the grant system.  Cllr Simon Scarborough asked for it to be minuted that he 

felt that the best form of security would be lighting that comes on at night and puts people off.   

 

717). CORRESPONDENCE 

a).  Launching a new guide to tackle loneliness. 

b). Surviving the Winter Appeal 

c). SCC Agreement relating to 72 Road Traffic Regulations 

d). V75 2020 Celebrations – Cllr Andy Anderson would speak to the local British Legion branch.  Cllr 

Peter Goodenough asked for it to be minuted that we should try and organise a decent sized 

celebration on that day.   

 

718). ITEMS FOR A FUTURE AGENDA 

a). Change of bank 

b). Hambridge Mill Housing Core 

  

719). REVIEW OF ACTIONS FROM TONIGHT’S MEETING 

 This will be forwarded to the members by Cllr Tony Greenaway. 

 

 

  

 

CHAIRMAN       DATE 

  ------------------------------------------------                    ---------------------------- 

 


