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MINUTES OF MEETING 

held on Thursday, 5th OCTOBER 2017 @ 7.30pm 

in the Village Hall 
 

 

 

 
 

 

PRESENT:    Cllr Andy Anderson (Chairman), Cllrs Robert Atkins, Mike Cousins, Paul Deacon, Tony 

Greenaway, Tiffany Osborne and Derek Yeomans.  County Cllr Clare Aparicio Paul was also 

in attendance.   

 

474). DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Cllr Andy Anderson declared an interest in Item 5 on the Agenda – Grant Application No. 1 – Curry 

Rivel, Drayton & Fivehead Branch of the Royal British Legion as he was a member and would not 

take part in the discussion.  As he was also the Chairman, it was necessary to nominate a replacement 

Chairman for that particular item.   He proposed Cllr Derek Yeomans as his nominee.  This was 

seconded by Cllr Tiffany Osborne and unanimously agreed.  Cllr Robert Atkins also declared an 

interest and would not take part in the discussion. 

 

475). APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

An apology for absence had been received from Cllr Peter Goodenough and Cllr Madelaine King-

Oakley would be in attendance later in the meeting. 

 

476). MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON THE 7th SEPTEMBER 2017 

The Minutes of the meeting, having been circulated to the members, were approved and signed by 

the Chairman on the proposition of Cllr Derek Yeomans, seconded by Cllr Robert Atkins. 

 

477). MATTERS ARISING NOT ON THE AGENDA 

a).  Community transport 

 Cllr Derek Yeomans said that he had attended a District Executive Meeting this morning and 

because evening community transport had been breaking the law by using volunteer drivers to drive 

buses, the Ministry of Transport is producing a new paper laying down the law and the criteria on 

which anybody driving a community bus will have to abide by.  This means they would have to have 

a full licence which costs £1,400.  They would also have to have a Transport Manager which is 

£7,000.  All these criteria are coming in but, they are going to be resisted because, effectively, it is 

going to make community transport unaffordable.  There are services in other areas who will also be 

affected because they are going to accept payment for the services of the buses.  The District 

Executive have suggested that it might be a good idea if Parish Councils could put some money by 

because they may be asked to contribute towards the funding if they want community transport.   

 We are waiting to see what the Minister of Transport says in response to the numerous letters he will 

receive.  There will be a consultation period.   

 

b). Cars parking along the main street  

Cllr Tiffany Osborne said that a couple of residents have asked about the parking along the main 

street because drivers are now parking opposite the junction with Church Street.  Cars are being 

parked literally from the One Stop Shop right the way through to the King William.  If you meet 

someone coming around the bend, there is just nowhere to go.  Cllr Andy Anderson said that if 

illegal parking is taking place, it should be reported to the necessary authority so that they can come 

in to deal with the problem.  He was going to report under the ‘Councillors’ – update’ that he had 

almost concluded his investigation into the parking problem and he was aiming to get the report out 
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by the week before the next council meeting.  He felt that we could approach someone to try and 

resolve that situation rather than a letter.  Cllr Derek Yeomans felt that we should approach a 

warranted Police Officer to come down because they would have authority to access the police 

computer to find out whose cars they are and instruct them not to park there.  Cllr Andy Anderson 

would approach the local authorities this week.   

 

c). Hedge cutting opposite The Elms 

Cllr Tiffany Osborne advised that the hedging had now been cut back and the pavement is more 

accessible than it was. 

 

d). The hatched area at the top of the Car Park 

The Clerk advised that she had received an email from Mr Harwood requesting that the Parish 

Council amends the wording on the hatched area outside the residents’ garages to include the 

wording ‘No Parking’.  Problems are being experienced because people are parking on this area and 

making it difficult for the residents to get their cars out of the garages.  This was a reasonable request 

and felt that the addition of the word ‘strictly’ might be helpful.  The Clerk would reply and advise 

that we were looking into his request.  

 

478). GRANT APPLICATIONS 

Application No. 1 – Curry Rivel, Drayton & Fivehead Branch Royal British Legion - £350 

Cllrs Andy Anderson and Robert Atkins had declared an interest in this item and would leave the 

room during its discussion.  The Chair would be taken by Cllr Derek Yeomans for this item.    

 

Col. Tony Potter advised that the project was the ‘Great Pilgrimage 90 (GP90)’ and a grant of £350 

had been requested in respect of this project, the total cost of which was £1,000.  They would be 

requesting grants of £200 each from Drayton and Fivehead Parish Councils, lower than the grant 

requested from Curry Rivel Parish Council because this community is more populous.  Any shortfall 

in funding the £1,000 will be met by a combination of local Royal British Legion Branch funds and 

personal contributions from the two representatives attending the ‘Great Pilgrimage’.  In August 

2018, the Royal British Legion will commemorate the ninetieth anniversary of the ‘Great 

Pilgrimage’ to The Somme and the Ypres Salient.  In 1928, ten years after the end of the greatest 

war in history, veterans and the bereaved visited these wartime battlefield, culminating in the 

marching in solemn salute through the Menin Gate in Ypres under the watchful gaze of HRH The 

Prince of Wales. Next year the Royal British Legion hopes each of its 2,000+ Branches in the UK 

will be represented by two members from their local communities – a Wreath bearer and a Standard 

bearer.   

 

Cllr Tony Greenaway proposed approval of a grant of £350 and this was seconded by Cllr Mike 

Cousins.  A vote taken resulted in five in favour (Cllrs Mike Cousins, Paul Deacon, Tony 

Greenaway, Tiffany Osborne and Derek Yeomans). 

 

 Application No. 2 – St Andrews Church P.C.C. - £1,200 
John de Ronde advised that the grant was to fund mowing of the churchyard grass eight times during 

the 2018 season and three applications of weed killer to the paths in the churchyard.  The grant is 

used to maintain the grass and paths of the churchyard to a level that parishioners and visitors expect, 

something for which insufficient volunteers are available.  It would otherwise require a considerable 

outlay from the Church’s financial resources.  The few volunteers available can concentrate their 

efforts on other sorts of necessary work of maintenance of greenery etc., which, together with the 

regular grass mowing and weed treatment, should result in a well-cared for impression. 

 

On the proposition of Cllr Derek Yeomans, seconded by Cllr Paul Deacon, it was unanimously 

agreed to award a grant of £1,200. 
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Application No. 3 – Curry Rivel & District Twinning Association - £450 
Barbara Hamlin had submitted a grant application concerning the learning of French In Key Stage 2 

at the Primary School as an ‘enrichment’ programme for the pupils.  The Twinning Association 

provides a professional linguist to teach the classes once a fortnight (2 hours with each visit).  We 

have successfully provided this service for two years now, with the support of the Parish Council and 

would like to continue for this academic year.   

 

Cllr Derek Yeomans proposed approval of a grant of £450 and this was seconded by Cllr Robert 

Atkins.  A vote taken resulted in six in favour (Cllrs Andy Anderson, Robert Atkins, Mike Cousins, 

Tony Greenaway, Tiffany Osborne and Derek Yeomans) and one against (Cllr Paul Deacon).   

 

Application No. 4 – Curry Rivel in Bloom - £1,500 

Cllr Madelaine King-Oakley had submitted an application advising that the Parish Council budgeted 

£1,500 a year for the Curry Rivel in Bloom Competition 2018.  Only if a committee is formed with a 

Chair, Treasurer and Secretary, with a bank account and constitution (stating when the group closed 

all money in the bank account is returned to the Parish Council) will the grant be accepted.   

 

Cllr Andy Anderson advised that he wished to defer this item until the next meeting because if they 

wished to continue with Britain in Bloom for Curry Rivel, the intention will be to establish a separate 

committee with the relevant officers as described above.  It would then be run separately from the 

Parish Council.  They are due to have a meeting on Monday when they will decide to set up a 

committee if they wished to take it forward.  We will then have a better idea if it will go ahead for 

the following years; whether an official committee has been set-up and from that they will be making 

an application for a grant.  That might be on a yearly basis.  The expenditure on Curry Rivel in 

Bloom this year was £2,416.07 and it was agreed that a lot of work had been carried out on the War 

Memorial and some other areas in the village. The results had been announced today and Curry Rivel 

in Boom had had been awarded a silver medal overall in South West in Bloom and also the 

prestigious City of Bath Cup for the best Landscaping in the whole of the South West area for the 

Wat Memorial.     

 

Cllr Andy Anderson proposed that this item be deferred until the November meeting.  This was 

seconded by Cllr Derek Yeomans and unanimously agreed. 

 

Application No. 5 – Girlguilding Somerset International Camp 
Jane Brooke had submitted an application advising that 5 guides from Curry Rivel between 14 and 

18 years of age and a leader from Sedgemoor Division are joining the Expedition to SRI LANKA 

2018.  They would be undertaking two weeks volunteering work in Sri Lanka next Spring.  They are 

going to be working in Schools and Care Centres, helping children and undertaking small scale 

works such as painting and decorating.  In an alien environment the girls are going to learn 

resilience, independence and team work.  They are all long-term members of the Guiding Movement 

and it will help them to continue to help the communities they live in locally.  They will be going 

with a company called Projects Abroad and they will not know for sure until the week-end of the 28th 

October whether they are coming to brief us on our roles out there.  Each girl has to raise £2,000 to 

go and the local group will be raising £10,000 because five girls will be going.  The whole project is 

going to cost in the region of £45,000 to £46,000.  They are currently about £2,000 short of the target 

they have to reach by the 30th January 2018.   

 

Cllr Tiffany Osborne suggested that we could also defer a decision on this application until the 

November meeting when there might be a better idea of the balance they are looking for.  Jane 

Brooke said that they have various commitments at events where they will receive a donation for 

their services but, it will be touch and go.   

 

Following discussion during which various amounts were proposed, Cllr Derek Yeomans proposed 

approval of a grant of £750.  This was seconded by Cllr Robert Atkins and unanimously agreed. 
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Adjournment to Allow Public Comment  
 

 

 

John de Ronde, speaking on behalf of the Parochial Church Council, said he understood that Cllr 

Madelaine King-Oakley was going to put an item on the Agenda concerning a request submitted by 

the Rev. Scott Patterson for a small donation to respect the name of an individual killed in WW1 on 

the memorial wall in the Church. The Clerk advised that she had not been asked to include this item 

on the Agenda.  Mr de Ronde asked whether he could raise this as a request for a grant of £60 and 

agreed that he could do so.  It was pointed out that now Cpl F. West’s name features on the Village 

War Memorial it seemed to be appropriate that his name should also be recorded on the Roll of 

Honour in St Andrew’s Church.  We as the PCC have applied to the Bath & Wells Diocese for a 

Faculty to alter the memorial board by adding Cpl West’s name and this has been granted.  

Approaches have been made to his granddaughters and the Curry Rivel, Drayton & Fivehead 

Branch of the Royal British Legion with a view to them sharing the costs of adding his name which 

both have agreed to do.  The PCC similarly had agreed to share the costs involved.  A request was 

now being made to Curry Rivel Parish Council to consider contributing to the cost.  The total cost 

for engaging the services of a sign writer is approximately £240 which, divided by the four village 

groups would come to £60 each. 

 

Following discussion, Cllr Andy Anderson proposed that a grant of £60 be approved.  This was 

seconded by Cllr Derek Yeomans and unanimously agreed. 

 

John de Ronde referred to the fact that there were a number of road signs missing which needed to 

be replaced and that further investigation into this was going to take place.  He wondered what 

progress had been made.  The Clerk advised that we were waiting for the County Highways 

Department to get back to us with some information.  Cllr Paul Deacon said that he was looking at 

finger posts which were cast iron direction posts at road junctions and that is what he was surveying 

to put together a report.  He was told by County Highways that before taking pictures he first had to 

take a course.  They promised a course in September but, this has not happened.  They are not 

working on them themselves and they are not cleaning the finger posts or the road signs.   

 

479). PLANNING REPORT 

a). Amended plans – additional information   

No. 17/03388/FUL 
Proposed new single storey dwelling and land associated with Stancrest including works to existing 

access.  Stancrest, Currywoods Way, Curry Rivel, Langport. 

 

Cllr Andy Anderson proposed that the Parish Council had no planning grounds on which to 

recommend refusal and this was seconded by Cllr Mike Cousins.  A vote taken resulted in six 

councillors in favour (Cllrs Andy Anderson, Mike Cousins, Paul Deacon, Tony Greenaway, Tiffany 

Osborne and Derek Yeomans) and one abstention (Cllr Robert Atkins).  

 

Applications received 

No. 17/03509/FUL 
The erection of a single storey front extension.  The Squirrels, Bell Orchard, Curry Rivel, Langport. 

 

Cllr Mike Cousins proposed that the Parish Council had no objections to raise in respect of this 

application.  This was seconded by Cllr Derek Yeomans and unanimously agreed. 

 

No. 17/03817/FUL 
Demolition of residential outbuildings and erection of a new 1.5 storey dwelling and three bay 

carport (revised application).  Hill Crest, Sandpits Hill, Langport. 
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Cllr Mike Cousins proposed that the Parish Council had no objections to raise in respect of this 

planning application.  This was seconded by Cllr Andy Anderson and unanimously agreed. 

 

Application approved with conditions 

No. 17/03336/FUL 
Single Storey extension at rear to provide dining/living area.  13 Chatham Place, Curry Rivel, 

Langport.  

 

480). FINANCE REPORT 

a). Accounts for payment 

The following accounts were approved for payment on the proposition of Cllr Andy Anderson, 

seconded by Cllr Tony Greenaway. 

  Mole Vale Farmers Eng. Division – 7 Bar Gate     £  173.88 incl. vat 

 South Somerset District Council – Painting Benches & Bus Shelters            £  812.57 incl. vat 

Sir Peter Wallis – Curry Rivel in Bloom  -  water supply               £    32.55 

 Steve Osmond Electrical – Install Display Screen & cable to router   £  120.00 incl. vat 

 Clerk’s Wages – Month 6                   £  332.00 

 Cllr Paul Deacon – combination lock       £    36.25 

 HM Revenue & Customs – PAYE Month 4/6     £    54.00 

 

b). Play Area Capital Claim  

The Clerk advised that a payment of £19,566.00 had been received. 

 

c). Grant Thornton External Auditor Report 2016/2017 

The External Auditors’ Report had been received but, there had been a few problems when they 

asked for additional information and complained because they did not get it and said an extra charge 

could be made.  It had been submitted but, they had passed it to the wrong department.  They drew 

attention to the fact that the Internal Auditor had answered yes to Objective F in relation to petty 

cash.  This should have stated ‘not covered’ as we do not operate a petty cash system.  This was the 

first time they had noted this during the years they had carried out the external audit.  This was the 

last year they would be carrying out the external audit and a new external auditor would be 

appointed.  A notice would now be posted giving residents the period to inspect the accounts and the 

availability. 

 

481). PERSONNEL SUB-COMMITTEE – report of meeting held by Cllr Madelaine King-Oakley  

Cllr Andy Anderson said that unfortunately she was not here to report on this item but, she might be 

in attendance later in the meeting.  This item was deferred until the end of the meeting. 

 

482). DEFIBRILLATOR – weekly check lists – volunteers required – update 

Cllr Andy Anderson re-iterated that he was quite willing to do the weekly checks and do the monthly 

check.  He needed to go through the monthly check to familiarise himself with the procedure and he 

would arrange this with Cllr Tony Greenaway.   

 

483). SHORTLISTING OF PROPOSED PLAY EQUIPMENT TO REPLACE THE SLIDE FOR 

PUBLIC CONSULTATION 

 Cllr Andy Anderson advised that it was the intention to move the slide in Westfield and Cllr 

Madelaine King-Oakley has provided some information about the equipment that is available to 

replace the slide.  A discussion took place on the various pieces of equipment available and their 

suitability.  It was decided to defer a decision until the next meeting when suitable items of 

equipment had been agreed upon and this could feature on the Community Website to ascertain the 

views of the residents.   

 

484). PROPOSAL FOR A CHRISTMAS TREE ON THE VILLAGE GREEN WITH LIGHTS 

 Cllr Andy Anderson had been advised by Cllr Madelaine King-Oakley that Greenshutters had in 

previous years offered a Christmas tree for the Village Green.  The Clerk would contact 
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Greenshutters.  We would have to sort out the installation of the tree and the purchase of the lights.  

It was suggested that the Primary School could be approached to see if they would like to dress the 

tree.  Cllr Andy Anderson undertook to contact the Primary School and he would sort out some 

suitable lighting.  He would bring this back to the next meeting.  

 

485). PURCHASE OF A WREATH FOR REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY – 12TH NOVEMBER 

 Cllr Andy Anderson proposed that a wreath should be purchased.  This was seconded by Cllr Tiffany 

Osborne and unanimously agreed.  The Clerk would order one from Greenshutters.  It was agreed 

that a flag pole with the Union flag should be erected and noted that at some stage it might have to be 

lowered to half-mast.   

 

486). COMMUNITY SAFETY 

 PC Toni Lines reported 146 investigated crimes in Area North for September with 30 arrests.  There 

were 38 ASB’s reported.  The Police UK Website only gave details of five crimes in August.  Cllr 

Andy Anderson said that last week there had been an attempted robbery at the One Stop Shop and 

one of the female assistants had been assaulted by a hammer.  She has since recovered and returned 

to work.  He was not sure exactly what had been taken.   

 

487). REPORTS FROM COUNTY/DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 

 The Clerk had forwarded County Cllr Derek Yeomans monthly newsletter.  District Cllr Clare 

Aparicio Paul apologised for her lateness.  She was launching Langport as a Dementia Friendly 

Town which she was sure would overspill into other areas.  Whilst she was there she met Matt our 

new Sergeant who is very keen on preventing rural crime.  She had taken the opportunity this 

evening to to pin him down to a whistle-stop tour of the area.  Somerset Skills & Learning was 

granted emergency funding to be able to continue.  At Scrutiny the libraries, basically re-design 

service, was scrutinised and they were very happy with the fact that we are going to keep our library 

service in house because it is performing rather well at the moment.  There are a series of meetings 

arranged with various communities that do have libraries which would impact on us here.  Today, the 

Planning Obligations Board which deals with the community impact mitigation level from Hinkley 

has agreed a pot of funding for something called the Education Business Partnership.  This is 

effectively to address the fact that apprenticeships have changed and you have to pay an 

apprenticeship levy and we do not have a direct link with our youngsters through our education 

providers and we are missing out. We now have a forum where we are going to be able to call the 

two together and hopefully not lose our skill sets elsewhere.   

 

 District Cllr Derek Yeomans said that parishes will shortly be asked to increase their Precepts with 

regard to community travel because of the new regulations that have come out. 

 

488). COUNCILLORS’ – updates 

a). Cllr Tony Greenaway said that CPR training will be taking place on Saturday week in the Old 

School Room and twelve people had confirmed they would be attending.  He wondered if it would 

be possible to have a small budget to cover the provision of tea, coffee and biscuits.  Cllr Derek 

Yeomans offered to provide some tea and coffee. 

 

b). Cllr Paul Deacon said that he understood that at the last meeting it had been agreed to remove the 

slide and that we are looking at the possibility of re-fixing the slide on the earth bank at Westfield.  

He felt that, generally, that could be done and he thought the bank was high enough to take the slide.  

He questioned whether the councillors wished him to get a quotation to have that work done or was it 

something that we had to put through the authority responsible for play equipment.  Cllr Andy 

Anderson asked Cllr Madelaine King-Oakley for her opinion.  She said that it would be necessary for 

the work to be carried out by a professional company to erect it.  There are quite a few things to do at 

Westfield, so it would be worth getting quotations for several items if you are going to obtain new 

equipment to replace it.  There is a groundwork cost involved and if you have contractors in, it is 

cheaper for it to be done at the same time.  It is essential to have the equipment signed off 

professionally because of our public liability insurance.    
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 Cllr Paul Deacon said that there were two platforms that make a lot of noise when the children jump 

up and down on them and people have been complaining about it.  At the September meeting he had 

referred to a metal support fixture to fit beneath both platforms in question.  Before obtaining 

quotations to manufacture these supports, he had proposed that we glue 50mm acoustic panels 

beneath each of the two platforms at a cost of £125 per panel and he suggested that we try one at 

least.  It will stick to metal, is Class O fire rating and would stop the noise.  Cllr Andy Anderson 

seconded Cllr Paul Deacon’s proposal to purchase a 50mm acoustic panel at a cost of £125.  This 

was unanimously agreed.   

 

 Cllr Paul Deacon said that it was necessary to discuss the Westfield Dug-Out.  Her personally 

considered it to be safe.  It is a steel frame and it is clad with corrugated iron.  It leans back a bit with 

the hedge growing into the back of it but, if the missing panels of corrugated iron were fitted and a 

coat of hammerite paint added, it would look a lot better.  He had obtained a price of about £250 for 

painting it, including the paint.  There were three or four corrugated panels missing and he would 

obtain a quotation.  

 

c). Cllr Andy Anderson said that he would be reporting on the parking situation around the Village 

Green and on the High Street at the November meeting. 

 

489). CHAIRMAN’S – update 

 Cllr Madelaine King-Oakley had advised that the iron railings for the step at the War Memorial have 

been ordered.  Letters concerning the overgrown hedging would be going out shortly.  Assistance 

was also required to erect the new large notice board in the Car Park.   

 

490). CLERK’S REPORT 

 The Clerk advised that the following documentation had been collated and deposited in the Records 

Office in Taunton:- 

   

Minutes from 1969 to 2015; Emergency Planning; Payment Receipt books from May 1962 to 

2015; Declaration of Acceptance of Office from 1970 to 1990; erection details of Chatham 

Place Bus Shelter and Parsonage Place Bus Shelter.  The Clerk still had a lot of paperwork 

but, they did not want receipts and correspondence.  They required Minutes, Year End 

accounts and official documents.   

 

 

 

   

    CHAIRMAN________________________  DATE___________________ 

  

 

 

 


