
CURRY RIVEL PARISH PLAN 2015-2025 REVIEW 

 

It’s been 2 years since the Curry Rivel Parish Plan was published and much has been 

achieved in that time, notably Curry Rivel in Bloom, improved broadband, improvements to 

footpaths and wildlife and play areas and supporting flood relief initiatives.  A more 

detailed  summary of the progress and achievements is shown below. 

However, with the increased pressure for councils to build more houses there is now, more 

than ever, a pressing need for the Parish Council and the community to influence what 

happens to shape the future of our beautiful village and to protect its valuable assets.  The 

vision that sits at the very top of the original Parish Plan is 

‘Helping Curry Rivel to be a healthy and balanced community offering a safe and friendly 

environment for people of all ages to live, work and prosper’ 

This vision remains the overriding aim of the Parish Plan. During 2018 we are seeking the 

input from residents of all age groups to update the Plan to ensure that it remains relevant 

to the changing needs and wishes of the community. 

During the next few months councillors will be in attendance at major local events including 

the Big Breakfast on 15 April, Curry Rivel Live on 16 June and the Village Fete on 7 July to 

seek your views about what you like about the village and what needs to change. 

Residents will also be able to submit their views directly by email to 

tgreenaway51@gmail.com 

or by filling in a simple questionnaire available at the One Stop and the Garage. 

Your views are being sought on these two simple questions 

1. What do you like about living in Curry Rivel? 

2   What would you like to see change or improve in the future?  

In considering these questions you might find it helpful to think about: 

Transport Young People Employment Housing the Environment 

I do urge you to take the time to helping shape the future of our village 

Thanking you in anticipation 

Kind regards 

Tony Greenaway Parish Councillor 4 March 2018  

mailto:tgreenaway51@gmail.com


Parish Plan 2015-2018 Progress Report 
 
You asked……. What has been done since 2015 

…that all planning 
applications should 
be published as 
early as possible.  
 

All local planning applications continue to be listed on the SSDC website and neighbours receive personal 
notification of any planning applications that might affect them 
 
All  applications are included in a planning report that is issued along with agendas prior to Parish Council 
meetings 
 
The planning report and agenda are posted on the website before each meeting 
 
A link to the SSDC website for the residents to view the details of each planning application is on the Curry 
Rivel Community website 
 

…that the Parish 
Council should 
always advance the 
wishes of the 
community on 
planning 
applications 
 

 Parish Council Councillors discuss all planning applications and take a majority decision to support, reject 
or defer an application.  They listen to all of the views expressed by residents at the meetings or given by 
email, letter and conversation. Any decision to reject is made on legal planning reasons alone and in any 
event rejection at Parish and Area level can still be overturned on appeal as was the case with the 
Stanchester Way/Maple Road development 
 
 In the current climate where housing stock requirements often dictate to local opinion, it is vital that the 
community and Parish Council work with developers in order to secure benefits that will improve and 
enhance benefit the village as a whole.  This is achieved with developers carrying out pre application 
consultation at PC meetings. 
 

…for improved 
broadband and 
mobile phone 
coverage 
 

High speed broadband is now available to many households in the village, provided residents upgrade 
with their existing or new broadband supplier.  However, the speed obtained is diminished with distance 
from the green boxes. 
 
The ongoing Government rollout of Broadband makes it a legal requirement for every household to have 
a speed not less than 10Mb/s.  The PC will continue to lobby for this in the village although it is recognised 
that remote households will always struggle to get the same speeds as those closer to the exchange. 
. 
Mobile phone reception is still very poor in the village.  An approach was made to the St Andrew’s church 
about an antenna on the church tower and they made the request to their relevant bodies. However, this 
is now superseded by a consultation for a new, more central mobile mast in Parsonage Place, opposite 
Bell Orchard. The PC had no objections so we are waiting for the installation. 
 
The Government is suggesting the sharing of masts to improve reception. This is now happening; like the 
upgrade of the mast at the top of Currywoods Way. 
 

…for  a better notice 
board in a central 
position 
 

A large notice board has recently been placed outside the One stop store.  It is locked but there are 
several key holders if groups wish to use this facility to display community notices. 
 
The old notice board has been installed in the bus shelter in Townsend for residents at that end of the 
village. 
 
A new community board has been installed in the petrol station. 
 
There is a notice board outside the village hall. 
 
An electronic display screen is now in use in the Village Hall largely used to advertise events.  This is kept 
up to date by the Community website team. 
 

…to research costs 
of water butts 

Articles and links were placed on the Community website about water saving methods 
Enquiries to Wessex Water about the supply of cheap water butts proved fruitless. 
 

…for improvements 
to existing footpaths 
and wildlife areas 
with more 

Six new gates have been installed to replace old styles and some paths have been improved. New signage 
has been installed at Eastfield meadow and Westfield recreation area. 
Eastfield is now managed to preserve and enhance its special status as unimproved, species rich meadow. 
there is ongoing work to improve signage around the village, for example, street signs and brown signs for 



promotion 
 

the historic monument 
there is now a section on the website about public footpaths 

…for an Open 
Gardens Day 
Committee 
 

The event was very successful in 2016. The group has agreed to run another event in 2019. 
 

…to research 
interest in a Britain 
in Bloom entry 
 

thanks to the efforts of a group of volunteers and the unceasing efforts of Peter and Sylvia Goodenough, 
Curry Rivel entered the Britain in Bloom competition in 2017 and won two awards; one for the look of the 
whole village and the Bath cup for the new landscaping of the War Memorial.  As a result there is now an 
official Curry Rivel in Bloom group in place which is planning future designs and entry for 2018 
The first task for the group was to help the Rotary Club plant 500 crocus corms on the land by the 
garage and 1,000 bulbs donated by SSDC. 
 

…for a volunteer 
group to be set up 
to  promote 
countryside and 
wildlife 

A group has been set up with an active Facebook and Community Website pages.  There is an interactive 
wildlife map on the website 
a letter has been sent to Somerset County Council Agriculture Holdings asking for first refusal on local 
land they own on the ridge when it becomes available with a view to making it a community asset, for 
example, as natural woodland or a community orchard 
a series of community walks were successfully run during 2017, including birdsong, owls and glow worms 
Batty Piece and Eastfield are now established as wildlife areas  
Work is ongoing to encourage community to make their gardens wildlife friendly 
 

…for a Welcome 
Pack for newcomers 
 

It is hoped that volunteers may once again start work on this initiative.  In the meantime St Andrews 
Church continues to provide its own Welcome Pack to new residents in the village. 
Further development of the Welcome Pack and use notice boards, website and Curry Rivel News to alert 
people where the Pack can be obtained 
 

…to  establish the 
capacity to support 
the setting up of 
new businesses and 
to develop links 
with the Somerset 
Business Agency  

Somerset Business Agency has a page on the community website and updates from SBA and Heart of the 

South West 

local businesses are listed for free on the Community Website 
within the local and updated Parish Plan the Parish Council will further explore the potential demand for 
business start-up units 

…to explore the 
idea of a new village 
Hall and community 
hub 

there are ongoing discussions and negotiations about this - watch this space 
In the meantime, the existing Village Hall has had many enhancements and improvements including a 
new kitchen and foyer, DDA (Disability Access) refurbished toilets and hearing loop. 150 new chairs and 
their dollies plus table trolleys were Lottery Grant funded 150 new chairs and their dollies, plus table 
trollies were Lottery Grant funded 
The committee have raised money to redecorate the hall and re-sand the floor 
 

…to work with 
Farmers and 
Wildlife Advisory 
Group (FWAG) to 
minimise the effects 
of flooding 

Many discussions have taken place between landowners, FWAG and PC councillor to use grants to 
alleviate the fast runoff from vulnerable areas of the village. Two schemes have been identified. One will 
be completed during 2018 and the second needs finalising, but we hope to also complete this in 2018. 
These two schemes are expected to prevent the school flooding. 
We have also proposed a flood defence at the school which still experiences problems with run off from 
the surrounding playground and car park. This awaits the support of Somerset County Council who have 
been SLOW to respond. 
There is a link on the Curry Rivel website to a FWAG article. 
A Flood Alleviation group has been set up and flooding hotspots in and around the village identified 
 

…for more 
attendance by Local 
groups and 
residents at the 
Annual Parish 
Meeting  

This has been explored but this year, because there a small window of time that the meeting legally has to 
be held, the bank holiday and twinning 20th year visit it could not be held at the weekend. It is hoped that 
a more interactive gathering of all the local groups can be held at a weekend to encourage greater 
participation. 
 

…to investigate the 
community 
transport scheme  

Our District Councillor and Parish councillor, Tiffany Osborne has established that we cannot have a 
SLINKY bus. The Somerton and Langport Links Service still operates in this area but on a reduced 
service and may stop. 
There is free bus service to Taunton Asda every Monday morning. 



Somerset County Council runs a free return bus service on Tuesday and Friday mornings into Langport. 
You can catch it at various points in the village egg Chatham Place and Abbey Close. Also it picks 
up ordered prescriptions from the surgery and delivers them to the petrol station for collection. 
 

…to promote 
responsible dog 
ownership  to 
prevent dog fouling   

All but one dog poo bin have been replaced by a litter/dog bin which has enabled us to have more bins in 
new locations to give a better coverage around the village without increasing the cost of emptying the 
bins. All the rubbish bins (EXCEPT the one outside the One Stop) can be used for rubbish and dog poo 
bags.  
The ban on dogs from Eastfield has been lifted and residents are welcome to use the field for dog 
walking provided any dog mess is picked up (there is a bin conveniently situated at the gate)  
Twenty signs have been situated at the access points to all the footpaths. 

…to conduct a  
survey of safety, 
traffic calming and 
noise reduction on 
A378 
 
 

the PC decided against a professional traffic management assessment, which would have sought 
innovative solutions to our traffic problem because of the limitations set by Somerset County Council 
Highway 
they sought guidance from the Highways authority and as a result, rumble strips are now present on the 
road entering the village 
The active Speed watch Team continues to monitor and report to the police the registrations of speeding 
vehicles after each hourly session, which has greatly reduced number of speeders through the village. 
The Parish Council is considering the purchase of one or more Speed Indicator Devices as these will no 
longer be loaned by Somerset County Council. 
Where hedges are identified where they restrict vision or access, the Parish Council make approaches to 
the land owners concerned to have this remedied. 
More recently a member of the Parish Council has looked into issues of parking in and around the village 
car park, the Green and the High Street.  Possible solutions are now being investigated. 

…to investigate 
cycle routes to 
Langport 

A meeting with Sustrans during 2017 concluded that this would be a major project and possibly too 
expensive and difficult to do.  However, there are persuasive reasons for such a project and discussions 
with the County and District Council are continuing. 
 

…for better facilities 
and liaison  for 
young people  
 

new play equipment has been installed in Westfield; plus the provision of picnic tables using the S106 
money from the development of the Westfield and Heale Lane housing 

further play equipment changes are in hand. The Dug-out will have a facelift this spring. 

councillors contributed to ideas to improve the Stanchester Way play area when it was upgraded 

the PC now has a Councillor who is the designated school liaison officer 
 
the PC has funded some books and medals for the children to commemorate the Queen’s 90th birthday 
 

 

 

 

 


